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July 29, 2008

The Honorable John Dingell
Energy & Commerce Committee
House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

RE: Reauthorization of the Animal Drug User Fee Act (HR 6432)

Dear Mr. Dingell,

On behalf of the Michigan Antibiotic Resistance Reduction Coalition (MARR), I am
writing to express our support for the reauthorization of the Animal Drug User Fee
Act (HR 6432). We join with the FDA and other leading voices in urging the passage
of this vital legislation, which has been extremely valuable in helping FDA fulfill its
commitment to promote and protect public and animal health.

It is crucial, however, that this legislation include the Title 1 and Title 2 provisions
from the Preservation of Antibiotics for Medical Treatment Act of 2007
(PAMTA) to ensure public health and drug safety after the animal drug is on the
market, along with the substantial incentives needed for approving new animal
drugs. Specifically, these provisions would:

1. Initiate the immediate review of safety with regards to antibiotic resistance
of existing antimicrobial compounds in drug classes that are used in human
and animal medicine.

2. Require the collection of veterinary drug use data essential to the
assessment and management of antimicrobial risks represented by approved
antimicrobial drugs.

Thank you for your consideration and for moving forward on this critical antibiotic
stewardship legislation, which will help to protect our antibiotic lifeline for
generations to come. Please contact me if you have any questions or require
additional information at 231/766-3205.

Sincerely,

Mary Eley
Executive Director
Michigan Antibiotic Resistance Reduction Coalition
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